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June 24, 1904 1260 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. 

Report on sanitary measures at Houston and Beaumont — Measures for 
mosquito destruction recommended. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Purnell reports as follows: 

Beaumont, Tex., June S, 190J.. 

I arrived here last night, after having devoted three days to inspect- 
ing Houston and in aiding the health officer of that city in his endeavors 
to get the city council to adopt some measures for the city's sanitary 
improvement. The sanitaiy condition of Houston is deplorable, and 
it seems almost impossible to arouse the city authorities to the neces- 
sities of the situation. Nothing has been done by them to interfere 
with the mosquito propagation beyond the moral suasion exerted by 
the health officer. 

At the request of the health officer I appeared before a meeting of 
the aldermen and urged them to adopt measures for the destruction of 
the mosquitoes, but they seemed to turn a deaf ear to the suggestions. 
The measure presented was an ordinance fashioned after that adopted 
by Galveston, which is aimed at mosquito destruction. It was read 
and then referred to a committee, and I understand that it will be 
fully three weeks before it can become effective, if it be adopted at all. 
The mosquitoes are very plentiful in Houston. Even in the hotels, in 
the center of the city, one can not rest at night without resorting to 
bars, and I was reliably informed that in the suburbs, in order to be 
able to read in any comfort, it was necessary to seek the bars' protec- 
tion, and as soon as the rains begin the troubles from the insects will 
increase a thousandfold. 

Beaumont, Tex., June 10, 190 If. 

I have consumed three da} T s in Beaumont trying to arouse interest 
in a sanitary reform. I found the conditions here rather bad; no 
efforts have been made looking to the interference with the propaga- 
tion of the mosquito, of which there are nryriads present. Upon my 
arrival I visited the city health officer and from him gained the infor- 
mation about the existing conditions. He, like the officers of the 
other cities that I have visited, is aware of the necessity for action, 
but the city government gives him but little encouragement in his 
efforts. The city council was in session when I arrived, and I was 
accorded a hearing before them, and attempted to arouse them to the 
necessity of doing something in a sanitary way. I drew up an ordi- 
nance somewhat similar to that adopted b}^ Gah eston, which, if passed 
and enforced, will materially interfere with the breeding of mosquitoes. 

This is in the hands of the city attorney, who assures me that it, or 
something similar, will be adopted at the next meeting of the council. 

T also suggested to the health officer that he issue a circular to the 
citizens setting forth the measures to be adopted to stop the multiply- 
ing of the mosquitoes, and asking them to cooperate with the authori- 
ties in the crusade that is to be inaugurated. 

I very much hope that some good may be accomplished here. The 
mosquitoes are found in greater numbers here than in any place visited 
up to this time, which fact is readily explained by the presence of the 
very large number of cisterns in use. The water from the water sys- 
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tern is totally unfit for drinking' and domestic purposes, and nearly 
every house has its cistern, generally without protection against the 
mosquito. 

Fumigation work at Benton City — Suspect yellow fever infection 
at Carrnel and Losoya during April, 1904 — Summary of work at 
Lytle. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Cock reports, through Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

Medina, oe Vonormy, Post-Office, Tex., 

June 8, 1904. 

On June 7 1 inspected Benton City, a small town in Atascosa County, 
some 5 miles from Lytle, and fumigated 8 houses, containing 37 rooms. 
There is no physician at this place, but the citizens claim that they had 
some yellow fever last season. 

I left Benton City j'esterday afternoon, with men and material, 
reaching here after night. Our work at this place was completed 
to-da} 7 and consisted in fumigating 15 houses, with 41 rooms. We 
will leave here for Lytle this evening, and, if possible to do so, will 
ship outfit to Encinal by early train to-morrow, the 9th. 

Doctor Bywaters, an experienced physician here, says he believes 
that light cases of yellow fever occurred at the villages of Carmel and 
Losoya, on the Medina River about 15 miles from San Antonio, and 
near the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad, as late as April of 
the present year. Doctor Bywaters also states that he is satisfied the 
disease has been kept alive in that section, and entertains fears for 
■those points. 

Summary of work at Lytle. 

Total number of houses fumigated, 111; rooms, 313. This includes 
the Can* and Italian mines. 

Report from Encinal — Mosquitoes numerous. 

Encinal, Tex., June 10, 1904- 
We arrived at this point yesterday afternoon, our material reaching 

here by freight during the night. 
We calculate that there are about 200 houses here, inhabited by 

Mexicans mostly, that should be treated liberally. The place is 

infested with mosquitoes. 

Reports from Alice — Fever patients screened. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon MacGregor reports, through Passed Assist- 
ant Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

Alice, Tex. , June 10, 1904- 
There is no change in the situation here. I have screened all patients 
found with fever and requested the physicians to let me know of any 
new cases which may appear, advising that all fever patients be imme- 
diately screened. 

The cases seen yesterday are all doing well, with the exception of the 
girl with coma, who died this evening. No post-mortem was allowed. 



